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Snowmobiling on wane - 


Enthusiasts want Legislature to revive Utah’s potential A 


tato State has over 5,000 miles of. 
groomed snowmobile trails, a fleet of 
28 state-owned groomers and several- — 
privately owned groomers, and about — 
the same number of snowmobile own 


WASATCH MOUNTAIN STATE 
PARK — Years ago, when snowmo- 
biles were noisy, undependable, big, 
bulky, and came in some 129 makes, 
consensus was that Utah had some of 


the finest riding in the country. h s ers as Utah, ‘ae 
Long-range planners had Utah = | Deseret News Me: apenre i is that eee Seo 
moving up to become snowmobile | ies.‘ f- outdoor writer that goes into the snowmobiles helps 


pay for snowmobile programs there, 
capital of the baat types ‘hak hit while in Utah it doesn't. Idaho, like. 
state’s freeway system. Riders would was possible to go further and more Califonia a Oregon, v i" 
be able to cross from border toborder comfortably back when snowmobiles ey bits y rie Bs aie E re 
and never leave groomed trails. broke the noise limit. share of the'gas tax paid by snowm 


There was talk of snowmobile Ten years ago, Utah had nearly 700 felon maint oe been he 
parks and snowmobile resorts. Snow- miles of well-groomed trails, four. «Fuel a 
mobiling, they predicted, would rival good trail groomers, a fleet of mini- ane ‘Fuel Tax Refund For ott- 
skiing as a winter pastimeanda boom groomers and a fairly happy following Highway Vehicles, S Bill 40, is 
to the economy. of snowmobile owners. now before the Utah Legislature. 
Today, now that the surviving five Today, Utah has only about 400 If it passes, recognizing that it won’ mn £ 
manufacturers have evolved the miles of sometimes-groomed trails, go into effect until 1988, it will take at 
snowmobile into a quiet, dependable, four old groomers that are in for re- least four to five years to bring Utah's ~ 
comfortable, sleek machine, Utah still pairs as often as they are out on the existing program and trail system an 
ce BU ad has some of the finest riding in the ieis a Se goan pit eoa acceptan level hag and only ia 
PHOTOGRAPHY/ O. WALLACE KASTELER COUNtry. There are, however, no re- and a rather large following o! cani De expanceni 
sorts, no parks, no areas set up es leased snowmobile owners. And if it doesn’t pass, Utah’s r" 
‘Trail groomers like the one above are gradually becoming an extinct species in Utah. When sh ie te trail 


cially for snowmobilers. And what of the snowmobile capi- system may soon be no more than ae 
they’ re operating, as below, they can make snowmobiling much more enjoyable. And as for Utah's trail systems, it tal? It shifted north, to Idaho. The Po- | few short paths. 
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Great Outdoors 
It's easy — just: 


Available for most round or rectangular 
thermostats. 


Buy 10 or more packaaes of 3 1/2” thick R- 


Utah’s budget for snowmobiling ini» 
1986-87 was $31,000, A large portion of. 
that went to the Department of Trans- 
portation to clear parking areas for 
snowmobilers. Earlier this month, the). 

DOT announced it will be cutting back 
on plowing these areas because of; 
budget problems. 


It was reported earlier this year 
that if a major problem were to devel- 
op in one of the four groomers, there 
would not be enough money to repair’ 
it, and considering the age and the’ 
fact these groomers were made for 
travel and rescue, not grooming, it’. 
was very likely. Earlier this week, the ` 
groomer in the Southern Region broke ' 
down and is out for the season. To re- 
place that groomer would take the en- 
‘tire budget for the next five years, 


ee stuck, and according to Craig Ca- 
ler, president of the Utah Snowmo- | 
bile Association, they aren't happy. 

“Snowmobile owners are paying to 
register their machines and the tax on: 
the gas they use in the snowmobiles, 
and they can see they are getting noth-_ 
ing in return,” said Cazier. 

He added, “Having well-groomed 
trails just makes for a much nicer 
day. It means enjoying the ride, or not 
enjoying it. Groomed trails can make 
snowmobiling fun, or a lot of work. «^ 
and when it gets to be a lot of work, 
people stop snowmobiling.” 

Example; In 1985 there were 13,500° 
snowmobiles registered in Utah. Last 
year it dropped to 12,800. ; 

Cazier feels it happened because 

‘snowmobilers are unhappy with 
what's available in Utah. i 


But remember, Utah is said to have 
some of the finest snowmobiling in the 
country. 


So right now Utah snowmobilers. 


ta h Rais AE | 
1. SPREAD 2. PRESS 
It looks great! — and is 


ar eae 11° (or greater) CertainTeed Fiber Glass In- 
peor SEAL sulation, and you can get a free First Alert 


guaranteed for 10 years. 


Thermostat Control-to automatically set BRIX USED 
t MENT back the heat in your house when you for- Fie OLD ie 
4 Sq. Ft. get to. REP 4 Sq. Fi 
Strong Offer good through March 1, 1987 (Arm 
IG TILE et Re CEILI 
CGR: Easy Wall™ Bathtub 
| pied eat ab Wall Kit, Constructed of ave 
snes sta catae 
z LUMBER paun ae | eee 
AE i E FURRING STRIPS. PLASKOLITE | 
IN FULL ixe OF © 352.5 GIE RUSTPROOF =~ ~ #933 
CARTONS ae VETTE PLASTIC 
oo SS 6 nenos T SHOWER STALL | ||| CELOTEX 
ida ued Waverley 2x4 
* Shatter resistant | 
and waterproof | WE HAVE i 
na ae Small Jamestown “18-4696 | SELECTION 
JTAH STOVES IN | 
HIGHLANDER In Brown w/brass ae lt | [| | 
PARK TT. in, White lA 
Wee at gece Gi Ng marble top ' 


